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PS 2 2 Aſembly of 2 
Governor and Company of the 
©. Colony of Connecticut, holden 


at Hartford, on the ſecond 
Thurſday of May, A. D. 1769. 


QRDERED, That Milliam 
= Pitkin, jun. Eſq; and Col. 

Jobs Pitkin,return the Thanks 
of this Aſſembly to the Rev. 
ELIPHALET WILLIAM sõ, for 
his Sermon, delivered before 
this Aſſembly, on the Eleventh 
Inſt. and deſire a Copy thereof, 
that It. Po He] _— 
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2 5 me Kings reign, and Prin- 7 


ces decree Juſtice. 


3 


e an high wor hich the Altpighk 


A ACA a 5 + ty ruler beſtows on ſome of the hu- 


2 T & Mane race, to call them out to act a 
. $I? EE part in public and exalted ſtations, 
tor his glory, and the good of their 
DECPECE fellow-creatures. And às here much 


is given, there much will be required, fo it greatly be- 


hoves thoſe that are thus elevated and ſtinguith- 


ed, (inſtead of being fwelled and puffed” up with 
their grandeur, and ſerving their own private ends) 
to Jay out thergſelves in proporiionable endeavors, . . 
10 mT er ic portant ends of their betruſtment, 


while 
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6 AN ELECTION SERMON. 
Shile with the four and twenty Elders, they throw 
: Yown their crowns before the throne, and worſhip bim 
hat ſits upon it. For the quickening ef whole 

active diligence therein, (as well as the keeping "© 

them humble) they are often (among other things) * 
reminded, in the ſacred volume, to whom they are 17 


P 

fi 

7 

. n 
8 c 
all their righteous laws and adminiſtrations for the 
, * creeFuſtiee.——The ſpeaker here is wiſdom; by 


| _ the beginning of the chapter. indeed that wiſdom of - 
Goa, ſeems to be ſpoken of, which is manifeſt in di- 
vine revelation. ' But from the 12th V. wiſdom ap- 
pears to be diſcourſed of in the character and per- 
ſon of Cbriſt; the ſecond ſubſiſtence in the Trinity, 
"who is called the wiſdom of God, Luk. xi, 49. the 
eſſential wiſdom of the Deity, in whom are bid all 
ie treaſures of wiſdem and knowledge. That it is an 
Intelligent and divine perſon who ſpeaks, ſeems 
Plain, in that it has perſonal properties and actions 
Faſcribed toit: & this can be no other than the ſon 
"pF God himſelf, to whom the principal things here 
"ſpoken of, are attributed in other ſcriptures, it is the 
me who, is titled the Ligos by St. Fobn, who gives 
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the beſt expoſition of this context in the four firſt 
verſes of bis goſpel.---All divine revelation is the: 
revelation of .Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave to him, 
whoimparts the mind and will of God to mankind. 
—He is here repreſented ss a great and illuſtrious” 
perſonage, and with tender and powerful perſua- 
fives, alluring wandering ſinners from the paths of 
ruin to thoſe of happineſs. And alſo admmiſtring 
many wiſe and inſtructive reproofs and admoniti- 5 
ons to that end. And as an inducement to all to 


join, themſelves and become voluntarily ſubject to 


him, the enthroned Jeſus, he ſuggeſts (among o- 
thers) the conſideration, that all the Potentates of 
the world are concerned to bow at his foetſtasl, - 
and pay obeyſence to him, who is exalted overall ; - 
and that he preſides above and influences thoſe who-' 
ſo bear rule as to be bleflings to mankind ; ad- 
vancing their good by their juft decrees and go- 
yernment.--- Kings and Princes, Senators and Ge- - 
nors, Nobles and Juages rule as his deputies, and 
ſhould be careful to rule in all things according to 

his will: and wherein they do ſo, governing with: 


| ei oh and equity; * are 2 5 


1 


celeſtial vildom, b be 238 . — in his 445 


ſembly, upon this ſolemn oceaſion, and effectually- 


influence and aſſiſt in the diſcharge of the duty of 
the ſeaſon! then it will not be the concern of the 
Preacher to gratify curious ears, any more than co 
deal in fulſome compliment to the principal cha- 


ders preſent; nor the buſineſs of the heatert tb 


will 
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introduced ; - all things pus out of order, and every. þ 
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will be to attend to, and obey the inſtructions and 


ern of wiſdom for our good. 


"From the words, ( as they have been briefh 
explained ) this obſervation natively reſults. - Thar, 


„ 


8 % 1 . E. m7 


4s the Lord Feſus Chrilt i is the immediate — of 
the magiſtrate's power and effice ; ſo it is by, or of 
7280 14 they who are inveſted. with that office (ſus 
or ſubordinate) do rule ' their 3 wiſely 


ut 44d boppily. — r, in other + wor 46. 


The etabliſhment and e of odd, n 
among men, in the preſent ſtate, for the promotion 
¶ juſtice and rightecuſnels, and therein the public 
good and welfare ; and as it ſerves or contiuees there- 
10, is peculiarly owing to the. way M GC was 


God's 3 eternat Wi 46a 5 F 


＋ H0UGH che governing er: be from Goc 
as the author of nature, yet tke bleſſings and benę- 
fictal influences of it, ate diſpepſed to mankind, ian 


their preſent lapſed condition, (: as all other hene- 
fits are) through and by Chriſt, the divine Media- 


tor. Government may be ſuppoſed, to be founded, 
in the law of nature; the condition of mankiad - 
being ſuch as neceſſarily requires,” and unavoida- 


bly: puts upon chuſing and ſetting t up: aud the 
eammonneſs of ſuch; ſentiments: demonſtrates, * 


common cauſe. But by the grand apoſtacy, all ble. 
ſings are forfeited, and dire uproar and confuſſion 


kind 
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* | 4 

ndl kiad of evil bro't ia; tending to general ruip; 

aniverſal deſtruction. 2246 this ſituation, Chrift, he 
2 n of fy became a repairer of the breaches of 


$3 5 


RET to ig? and! is ede the head of all rule 204 
government; apointed thereto u ypon. his interpoſi- 
tion after man's fall: and the ordering” and ma- 
dagement of. ſtares and kingdoms, and Fr affairs 
through the world Is entruſted to his hand. By 
whom, the perſonal wiſdeas of Cod, Kings 5 reign," and 
Princes. decree Juſtice; thovg H nor | exclufive 
of God the father, but with Eis will and full 
concurtenee, Who rples b by"the fon, the Media- 
"tr, =—May all” earthly bas Wy governed 
; 975 \ wiſely confider it; and know that he? 1 rules 


* 21 


50 his throbe, and is at 1555 trad, of all princi- 
t 


Wercg k1 ly excized to ſerve che roper ends of his 


uſing 12 it U 0 Wem n 
e the. | ; 


9 y . 9 
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I. I ſhall treat a little concerning civil govern- 
ment, and the great end of it with it's ſubſerviency 
thereto; even the promoting of juſtice and righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſberein the public weal and ſecurity.--- 


1 ſhall nor. ſtand to enquite, whether by the Kings 
and Princes nobles, and Judges of the earth, here 
mentioned, are denoted different. forts of rulers and 
men in authority, or diſtinet kinds of government. 
The expreſſions hold forth. eee in general, 
or rule and authority exerciled among men. And 
when this. reſembles and is modell'd accordin to 
the divine rule and government, it is exceed ing 

happy for a people that are the ſubjects of ir, and 
anſwers the important eyd-propoſed therein. 
Whether there would have been ſuch a thing as ci- 
vil government, or what the occaſion and uſe fot 
ic, or of what particular kind, had man continued in 
' his prime val ſtate of innocence, and rectitude, 1 
ſhall not diſcuſs. Beſure there would not be all 
the ſame ends and reaſons; propoſed for it as now. 
—Bur in our lapſed condition, and under the wo- 
fol corruption thai, has overſpread buman nature, 
and the univerſal wickednels in which the world is 
Inyolved ;. it is abſolutely neceſſary for the repreſ- 
ling and reftraigjng,men's unruly luſts and paſſi- 
ons, preſerving order and decorum, and ſecuring 
men's lives 4 Properties. And it is a merciful 
inſtitution and appointment of heayen, for the weal 
of 'mankind ; nar a little of the beronizy and fa- 
(your af the all-ruling Deity, being . manifeſted. in 

his ſetting vp ,magiltrates, as his miniſters, for 
[good to us. Next to the goſpel. of | peace civil 
. e een 


AN ELECTION SERMON. us, 


' Y government, beſpeaks the great good-will af the 
Moſt high, to the children of men. 


"TxpzzD, he that made the world, and poſſeſſes: 
a) infinite perfections, is the alone aſolute Nie and 
Governor; and unlimited power is his ſole and ex- 
clufive right; nor are any human edicts to be ob- 
ſerved, when contradicting the divine ſtatutes, —+ 
et, in matters conſonant to God's will, alt are 
obliged to ſubmit to the laws mate by earthly ru- 
lers, for the public advantage. For to be wholly" 
withour rule. and law, is as abſurd and fooliſh as 
50 a map, Tar Fool himſelf, and all his effects, to 

fury 0 a 


0 55 one, 1 20 burwhat Is it 2 Tere . 


„re 


pity to king, inſtituted dete | Sinhou 
which, i. in our depraved Rate, all things would pre- 
ſeily run into confuſiqn and ruin: for the diſtant 
terrors of divine Jud ment nor being ſenſible)* 
would not alone be, à ſufficient barrier upon the 
lyſts of men's hearts bu” (withour ſome nearer* 
reſtraint nts) as in Hob T1 ate 2 War, they would 
act as The” wild beaſts of the .defart 3 prey upon 
and deſtroy one another, according as theit ſupe- 


rior 5 5 or craft enabled them. For prevent- 


ing Wild hayock. in this Proviſite © of his domi- 
; | 4 Mm l 11: TS 21 $1008. 
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nions, and with a view to promote his happineſs,” 
our great and gracious Creator appointed order and 
government; that the diſſolute and refractory may 


enjoy his own without any to make him affaid.— 


eee 


goes out and to him that comes in; and each one 


for the benefit of the people; it being a maxim 


b dt hf © a {* 3 Iv (G31 0&6 W0! 17790 
in which all have concurred, Salus popult Juprima 
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cops; or gratifititions to-their:! luſts; : 'Hdaven's 
_ New: was not deſign'd to be ſet : on por. clay 
n indulge dur pride, covetouſnbſs, love of- do- 
2 minion, or Jad Uberty, bur for a common good." 
FWhith 600D, the ruler is to purſue, in a way 
promoting public virtue, truth and righreoutne(s 
decree! and adminiſtring juſtice, and preſerving 
peace and quiet among his ſobjects. (Accordingly; 
as the book of inſpiration charaQerizes the perſens 
ruling by their qualifications, telling us, that he 
0b Fulelbh o men, "ſhould be juſt, ruling in the fear 
of ile Lord; and that ſuch perfons muſt be wwew? 
fearing God, and hating coveteufneſs; that they may be 
deltler frighied nor bribed from their dutys: ſo it 
no leſs plainly deſcribes cheitwörk, vid. that they 
ought to be tncoragers f, and a ſecurity, xg, Bod 
and virtuous men and th d ſcouragors of wit 2 
and terror of evil docs, as" being God's: miniſters.” 0 
men, for” their good. Andeto this high and impor. 
tant end, will-good magiſtrates ever zue their power, 
fot the Mpbenpn of e vil manperg; am all fucks 
vices as diſturb? human ſocſeties and the fur- 
therence '6f fegvlar living. promoting union; cer; 
Jiſtice "arid! diligence; which are the? very Pillars: by: 
_ w#hieh all rightly-conftitvted go overmmentsare iſups 
ported, and on  whichitheir hxppmeſs: and ſecurity 
kan. And by this Ready and impanial ,adthinif- 
tration of jolliee and judgment, ane W EAlof 


the community, and its mò ien portant intetefts 


beſt ſerved. Things then vrdinarity go welkv:peace 


and good order- obtain, While CY nes ine t Heir 


| proper ſtations, and trogalty, induftry,:and alllthe 
Forint” virtues Abound. Vice; profaneneſi und 
wickedneſs 
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wickedneſs hide their head; and righteouſneſs, ſo- 
driety, temperance and charity prevail, with what- 
ever makerh a ſtato bappy and flauriſning. Cen- 
grarpeviſe, when this end is neglected, and the ru- 
let's aim is anly to ſerve himſelf, and his own par- 
ticular advantage, all the. intereſts of 1 people, 
goto wreck. When right is peryerted—juſtice, 
bought and ſold. and bribery; venaluy and -G06-; 
tuptioa are countenanced or winked at, and wick-. 
Aneſs permitted to triumph and rage vithout 
. the (word lying (ill, er ruſting in the. 
ſcahbatd ; the public ſafety and happineſs + is. not. 
only ha zarded, but clear gone; and aothing. but 
horror: and miſery preſent to view. The; channels, 
af: juſtice being ſtopped, every thing is out of, 
<anrſc 3 the vileſt men fare the beſt, while men of, 
donſcience and integrity are expoſed to the greateſt 
bardſhips and wrongs, without redreſs,. by a ſad 
inverſion af the order God and nature have ſet. 
¶ the faundutions vr dgſtreyed, what can the righteous, 
ab And the proſperity of ſuch a people 17 * 
nature of things, and the order of God) m 
veeds give way to the abjecteſt wretchednefs. 145. 
is: the effect and conſequence of wicked ruler's ill 
government ; who make their people miſerable by 
weir 'rapines, oppreſſions and injuſtice :, who are 
therefore, | by the wiſe Solomon, compared to 
rasrim Sen and a. rangin bear. Prov. xxviii. 15.— 
Si chat when rhe wie kd hear rule, the people may 
well unf, for the: n)iſchiefs they thenge feel, as 
wellꝛas for the aul jndgmenta.of God hic h. they 
Juſtly fears: and. (on the othet hand) ręicice, when 
op are tf aythonity,. for the bleſſed, effects 


a0 IW 2 


AN ELECTION SER MOR: 


rs 


ef their good government; while they employ 


their authority td encourage and advaace rightebuſ- 
neſs, and to puniſn unrighteouſneſs, and drive far a- 
way whatever tends to the prejudice of ſociety. Aud 
thus while ſuſtice and judgment run down their fireets 
as a fiream, joy aller around, happineſs attend 
and crowns thetn ; end God, their own God will 5 
iheth ; mikitg their peace as” @ river, when this 
rip 2 uſnels is as be waves of the ſea. This 18 the 
0 ö df eivil gc vetnment, and this 11's: tenden 
when rightly ordeted and managed, even the | 
curing and eſtabliſhment of the public ſafety 
welfare by the faithful dectreing gore Sr 


execution of juſtice, and e Fee — 


Ales mankiiſtt. And as deſigned and conducing 
— magiſtracy is in a ſpecial manner owing 
Os oh Gtear Head 0 Rule——which was in 

the next place propounded to be conlidered, vir. 


II. To ſbew whar hand or concetn Chrift, a1. 
Due Fi/dom, has in civil government, ant 
the righteous and happy adminiſtration of ir, 


in this revolted world; or 'what relation duch 


Sovergggert has to biw. "And, in ere 


It Wee 1 
is owing to him (ha batb be hey ef the. 2 of 


David) and under his influence 4nd coatroul. Ti 


by and abroagh him, that princes rule juſtly, and for 
the public good. Qur Lord hathandeed acquaint: . 


eld us, that bis kingdom is not of this world, but 25 5 


rilual, over the hearts and minds of men. 


mot Sarthly and cvoridiy, according” to the chief nnd 


Priauty 


a 
t 


fowl „And N gly, th 
rabemacliog .. below, RIP no nolſe z levie, 
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primary notion of it; nor is Re Woe 155 up- 
held. by external Wa and 1, or, cular, 
Pye +, being principal yan inv Poe, in che 


bes 


L 
Se. 


thode, which. the priaces of. U world.: 10 Jinarily 
lſhidg.of th eir em. 
885, VE his 150 lere is Id che world; and 
brought 
90 for a ſeaſon, 1n- 
Ix. is 10 i ercfore f. bjeQec 
ediator; 
nd. all 7 


lo 


Y, 85. 
righteou nels 


e ate: Aude; his gt dd bed pay alf they who 


| 5 bear rule and auth 
& ſubordina ian to hi 
« algo and are; provi 


« Welfare of: 
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angie ic indeed; abe civil  whnij 
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iy amgng meg, are in a 
eb the; ab/alute: Poten- 
# Baba for he gond and 


of; ths; geoplg f obo thave heir. ou;werd 
and corfora!, as well as ſpiritual intereſts to be car- 
ed for;andiwith reference:wheretoy are rightebus 
las add good: rulkrs A ordaned Sy rims; 5 And 
Are ) doth? be ter F Cod for 
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* a 


ct through whom it is that God 4b Saf jo nen. 
The kingdom 1 is the Lord's, to —— belongs ſo-, 
vereign and univerſal empire, as God; but he 
rules by the Mediator, and has delivered all things , 
into bis hands; commutting all power and dominion, 
to him, who redeemed us by his blood. And tho“, 
when in his low and humbled ſtate (being engaged 
in the arduous enterprize of ranſoming us by the, 
ſacrifice of himſelf) he thought not proper to exer-,, 
ciſe this regal authority, as to outward affairs; yet- 
he gave ſeveralſpecimens of it then: and his right. 
and claim to this honour and power, is now fully. 
aſſerted God, and Na declared in * 


R 


be a divine. . — tis uſo a human gell 

nance, or tbe ordinance ef men, as it is called, 1 Pet. 

ii, 13. magiſtracy is of God primarily and originally, 
yet it is of man ſecondarily and inſtrumentally; God 
or Chriſt making uſe of the miniſtry. of men in 
bringing perſons into the magiſtracy.—** The ge- | 
** neral inſtitution of it is of him, but the particular 


© conſtitution of it of man; the ſpecial mode or form 


of governing, mot. being determined from a- 
« bove.“ There are divers, kinds of government 
that have obtained in different parts of. the world, 

monarchy, ariſtocracy, democracy or mixt governments. 
It is with mean to ſet up which they beſt approve ; 
as. alfo to appoint the particular perſons to bear. 
rule, and the methods of adminiſtration: audi it is. 


by che conſent of the people that they are entruſted 


„ oO nin „ vnn 
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with the powers of government, ſo that rulers ark: 
not raiſed to their poſts without their people; but 
through the Lord's inclining and ufing them 10 
elect em.— Government is divinely authorized, 
and it is the will of heaven that it ſhould be- but 
evesy people (ating freely) have a right to enjoy 
their own government, and to employ ſuch officers: 
as they judge proper: all magiſtratical power 
„being the ordinance of min, in purſuance ot the 
ii ordinance of Cod. And while they who are intrufts; 
„ ed with it, do the work of God for our . 
« they are intitled to a chearful — — 
St. Paul tells us there is no power but of God; mean- 
ing lawful and juſt power ; and yet it is of ann too, 
as St. Peter aſſerts in a conſiſtency with the for- 
mer. The Moſt High diſpoſed the minds of men 
to come into it, for the common advantage, and 
proves the exerciſe of it. * the power 18 
bv fundamentally in the people, and by them 
* lodged in the hands ef magiſtrates for the 
t benefit of all. Chriſt don't approve the 
abuſc or tyrannical exerciſe of power: the miſ- 
government, or ill management of rulers is not by 
his ordering; yet all regular power and true au- 
thority 18 from him, and is to be accordingly ſub- 
mitted to, while they in whoſe hand it is pla- 
eed do in the main, proſecute the great ends of 
their appointment; govern in a legal way, and 
ſeek the good, and not the detriment of the govern- 
ed. But if any play the grant, and (regarding nei- 
ther law nor the common good) act only for em- 
felvesand their aktion, and bring miſchief upon their 
country; enacting laws, that are rather decrees of 
Hole than the Teverſe, and oppreſſive and 91 
ous 
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.ous to the people ; theſe are only permitted by the 
Lord Chriſt, as a correction or puniſhment to men 
for their iniquities. They are not properly commiſe | 
ſionated by, nor owned of him in the exerciſes of 

their authority. But it is quite another ſort of go- 
verüment and adminiſtration that is the ſubject of 
our difcourſe z even the exerciſe and employment 
of civil rule, to do juſtice and judgment, and promote 
righteouſneſs or univerſal virtue, which thanks t 


our bleffed Redeemer} we have been ſingularly fa- 


'vored-with,—And this ſort of government, xhere- 
in men conduct in righteouſneſs and rule in judg- 
ment, is peculiarly owing to Chriſt the ſupreme ru- 
ler, (in concurrence with che Father) both as it's 


great author and upbolder. | "8 


1. He has a concern in it, or it n to him as 
it's great author, & the author of it he is, in reſpe& 
of his procurement and his ordination, —Civil go- 
vernment (as well as a goſpel miniſtry) is a bleſſing 


obtained, for mankind, in their preſent. ſtate, by the 


Redeemer of the world; or is owing to the merit of 


his ineftimable death. As fin kindled a fearful 
war with heaven, ſo 'tis the ſource of war and heſtili- 
ty on earth; diſturbing and breaking the peace and 


harmony that at firſt ſuhſiſted and has filled human 
breaſts with -rancour and hate, envy and malice, 
and all the odious paſſions. And in this degene- 
rate ſtate, the luſts of the heart hurry men on, To 


Hterce conteſts, wars and violence. And in conſe- 


quence of our revolt from God, and rejection of 


his government, and being righteouſly left of him 
therefor; we could look for nothing in this apoſ- 
tate, accurſed world, but perpetual tumults and in- 
ſurrections, rapines and quarrels, blocd and ſlaugh- 
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ter, and whatever the furious and headſtrong cor. 
ruptions of men incite them to; and that the earth 


(while its inhabitants banded under and led on by 


apollyon, the great deſtroyer) ſhould become one 
waſt ſtage of wo and horror, the picture of hell. I 
ſay this were to be expected but for the interpoſiti- 
on of Chriſt, and thoſe means of reſtraint obtained 
by him: and particularly, the bleſſing of civil go- 


ernment, to do juſtice and equity; to puniſb evil 


doers, and protect and encourage them that do well. — 
Men left wholly to themſelves, under the conduct 
of their depraved inclinations and ſtormy bluſter- 
ing paſlions, would render one another as wretched 
as could be; and every one be homo bemini Lupus; 
biting and devouring one auotber.—— But the Lord 


Chriſt interpoſing as an umpire and Mediator, to 


compound and ſettle the difference between God 
and man, and effecting peace by the blood of his croſs, 


hath alſo procured amity and peace on earth in a 


good degree : the divine ſpirit and grace which re- 


news and ſanctifies the ſouls. of ſame, and implants 
righteous and peaceable tempers and diſpoſitions in 
their boſoms; and the providential reſtraints that 


are on 0þe1s, being the fruits of his purchaſe.. 


And particularly, a good government to do juſ⸗ 
rice and judgment, to preſerve the world from the 


extream confuſion and miſery it would be otherwiſe 


plunged into, far beyond what it now is, is to be 


eſteemed the iſſue of his undertaking : as indeed 


all the good a ſinful world enjoys is in conſequence 
thereof: without which human ſociety. would* be 
overflowed with a ſweeping deluge of wickedneſs, 
and ruin be brought upon all communities. —He js 


like wiſe 


ANELECTION SERMON. 2 
ß wc 2 adit 
likewiſe the author of it in reſpect of his deſignati- 


ther's that it ſhould be. By me authorizing them, 


Kings reign, c. all judgment. it committed toChriſt the 
Son; and by his authority the governors Over en 


«7 ; whoſe homage and allegiance is ace6rdingly 
demagded to him, as their ſovereign Lord, in Pfal. 
4i, 10, 12. Upon, his accompliſliing the glorioils 
work he had engaged in, to the acceptance of God 
the Father, the ſceptre of rule was put into His 
hand, and a univerſal dominion aſſigned him,'ts be 
re r EO TER] PAY) Me! 22 
exerciſed by him, and hence he had undoubted 
+ right o ſend! bis goſpel inte all nations ef the 
world, and to.ſet up his worſhip among them; 
which none of the governors or princes of the 
„world have right to oppoſe ; nor can do fo but 
at their peril.” And it is with him, who is printe 
of the kings of. the earth, to diſpoſe of all earthly rule 
do anſwer his own wiſe, holy and gracious” purpd- 
fes ; to ſerve which deſigns among the ſons of men, 
are worldly powers delegated by him; and to him 
myſt they render an account of the diſcharge of their 
office. And while they duly attend to their cam- 
miſſion and the end of their appointment (which is 


the common good of the ſocieties that they rule) , 
ſubjection belongs to them for the Lord's ſate; the 


Lord Gbriſt's ſake ; who commands this obedience 
and gave them their authority, and is repreſented 
by them, and is honoured by that obedience yield- 
ed to them in all things agreeable to his will; by 


' whofe appointment they govern righteouſly,—And 


; 


this is alſo owing to the divine Redeemer, 
2. As the grand upholder and ſupporter of it 
e | thus 


on and conſtitution, It is his mind as well as the Fa- 


s 
2 * 


* — 
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thus he is by i liging and, diſpoſing men (in a 
1 4310 hep to, £6 t IT; .O ay 2% #1 76 14 
Yig of the benefit an utility of it) {ro continue 
government, and chüſe perſons to the office; and 
een and qyali3ing them. Tor 
and direing and afhiting in it ffom time to time. 
The exalted Mediator, reigns in the kingdom ot 


Providence, and orders and regulates all, events, 


ear through cvery age ; end cut. 
6s <onplsls, of big will, 36d 38 fie /2je 1B 
Hat in families, and forms men into public ſocie- 
"ries and communities ; ſo he ges and preſerves to 
them their rights, and liberties ; imprefſes them 
Mich ag abiding ſenſe of the needfulneſs and ad- 
Vantage of government; and raiſes up fir perſons 
tg rule them under him; exalting one and depoſ- 
-IRg. another: for by him, God rules over all the 
_ kingdoms of ihe warid, and in bis band there is might 
and power, ſo that. none is able to withſtand bim; and 
be diſpeſeth of all nations as he ſees good. And in 
the adminiſtration of this his providential kingdom 
he maintains government in human ſociety. And 
ſpecially when rulers are ſet over a people who 
like David, lead them by the ſtilfulneſs of their hands, 
and guide them according to the integrity of their 
Hearts; and there are decrees of juſtice, good and 
.F\ghteaus laws, and a faithful execution thereof, 
gendering the community ſafe and happy; it muſt 
needs be attributed to the overruling hand; the 
Special interpoſal and kind ordering of our moſt 
viſe and. graciousRedeemer.—Nor is it to be queſ- 
tioned but this is alſo owing to his afifance, who 
Enables to rule in rigbteouſne/s. By me, by my counſe! | 


vice the wide univerſe; tuthing the fifighty 


and 


„ 


f VOLTS SAS MS. 

AN ELECTION SERMON. uf 
c tr LIES 
and help, princes;goyern with wiſdom and equity: 
In Chriſt are bid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know? 
ledge; and as he imparts and communicates all Tpi- 
nitual and religious wiſdom, whereby men are made 
wiſe-to ſalvation; ſo he is the fountain of all natu- 


* 
11 þ 


ral and human wiidom. Ang in particular, he 
forms and fits men fer government, gives the ſpi- 
rit of government; inlays the principles of juſtice, 
endues them with all Wei capacities-and furniture 
for ruling, (however ordinarily attained in.g*way of 
ſiydy and pains-taking) and beſtows on them both 
underſtanding and integrity; aid thereby lays 4 
foundation, and makes way for their prudent and 
juſt adminiſtrations, Atid whatever they be to their 
ſubjects, he makes them. This great luminary of 
the world. is the ſource of all the light that men 
have; the light of reaſon and knowledge and of alf 
the diſcretion and ſkill for managing the vatious 
affairs of life, as Iſai. xiii, 26, &c.———Ant 
eſpecially is he aiding and aſſiſting to thoſe 
whom he calls to preſide over and lead others; and 
that in a. peculiar manner, when knowing their 
dependence, they have their conſtant recourſe to- 
him for an underfanding heart, and that he would 
be to them fer a ſpirit of wiſdom and judę ment; of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And even. o-; 
thers of a different character, he often ſways and 
influences to ſerve his deſigns, and the intereſts, of 
his people, without, or contrary to their intention. 
In a word, all wiſdom and prudence, conduct and 
carriage, ſkill and ability, integrity of heart, and 
firm reſolution to conquer difficulties, and decree” 
and execute juſtiee; proceed from him who is 
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wonderful in council and excellent in working. —Thus 
civil government, particularly as viewed in it's na- 
ture and tendency, with its benign aſpect and influ- 
ENCE upon the good of ſociety, thro the exerCiſe of 
| Juſtice and righteouſneſs , in the pre/zat ſtate, 1s, in the 
hand of Chriſt, the eſſential, eternal iſdom of God; 
and from him the anointed Head of all Power and 


an KA | hes 
+: Tur APPLICATION \ now remains. 10-2 2 


1 TI I Hall only mention. one or two of the 
| many profitable inſtructions or inferences the ſub. 
ject would afford ; and then conclude with ſome 


i ſuitable to the occalion. on 2 2 


"30 WX hence gather (which'is very obvious to 
| note) that earthly rulers, however great and*high, 
owe entire, ready and unreſerved ſubject ion to the 
Lord Chriſt. They are bound to acknowledge him 
their Lord, and to worſhip. at his foorſtool! This 
it is the duty and concern, as well as intereſt, of 
all people and inhabitants of the world todo. *Tis 
the will of God that they ſhould do homage co 
his Sen the denial ite induces a crimſon 
guilt, and expoſes to an awful vengeance. But 
particularly is this incumbent on ſuch as Chriſt 
hath commiſſioned and cloathed with power to de- 
eree ar execute juſtice, 'and accordingly kings and 
Judges of the earth are admoniſhed and enjoined 75 
kiſs the Son: adore him, and ſubmit to his perſon and 
government, to him every knee muſt bow ; ner are 
the potentates of the earth (however big they may 
feel, wich their titles, ſceptres and diadems, wealth 


and proyeſs, number of tkeir ſubjects, or habili- 
ments 


* 
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ments of ſtate) exempt herefrom. But as they 
hold their dominion of Chriſt, who is regent of the 
univerſe ; ſo they are eſpecially obliged to yield 
all loyalty and allegiance to him, their maſter in 


ſtand, ſtripped of their ſplendid robes and bright 
attire, ON A level with their meaneſt ſubjects 
Nor is it a leſening or diminution of their ho- 
nour, but an heightening of it to own themſelves 
his ſervants and ſwear fealty to him.—Before hen, 
| thrones' and dominions, Seraphs and Cherubs, 
proſtrate fall. The dignified ſpirits of heaven, thaſe 
favorites of the Celeſtial court; even-all the Ae 
gels of God, having received a charge and com- 
mand, to worſhip him, the Mediator. For a ſcofns 
ful and contemptuous diſobedience to which ſu- 
pream mandate, (probably) Lucifer, that once ori- 
ent ſon of the morning, with his rebel band, his 
proud and curs'd accomplices, was ' hurled by di- 
vine thunder from the lofty battlements of the 
ſkies, to the low dens of perdition. —And can any 
other rebels to his crown and dignity eſcape bet- 
ter? He poſſeſſes all the unrivalled glories of di- 
vinity, and hath this name written on his veſture and 
on his thi igh, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. And 
for him it is to give laws to the rulers of the 
world; and for them 'carefuliy and accurately to 
obſerve them. And Oh ! with what unſpeakable 
horror and amazement;what tremblig and paleneſs, 
muſt they appear at his ber, when he convents 
them there, as their almighty Judge; if they have 
ſlighted his edits, and practically diſowned his 
authority, and * the power he gave them 
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heaven : and before whom they muſt one day 
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to his diſhonor and. the public detriment ? Ah! 
how can they ſtand before him, whois higher thay 
zbe higheſt, and is terrible to the Kings of the earth? 
May the rulers over men, be wile to ſubmit 10 
Chriſt's inſtructions; make his glory their aim, and 
rule for his honor, ant- receive his tranſporting Euge 
at laſt! 
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2. IT is alſo natural to infer the obligations that 
are upon people, eſpeciaily chriſtian people, highly 

to prize and eſtimate, and readily ſubmit them- 
ſelves to their juſt rulers, and their righteous. ad mi- 
niſtrations. Conſider them as related to Chrift, 
our all-merciful Saviour, and his donation, with a 
view to our ſafety and happineſs ; - and it can't ſeem 
a ſmall thing in our eyes, nor fail (one would think) 
to impreſs our hearts with warm and grateful reſent- 
ments of the begignity of our bleſſed Lord Our 
rulers (decreeing and adminiſtring juſtice and judg- 
ment) ſhou!d be greatly reſpected and honored by 
us; and the kindneſs of him who raiſed them up, 
furniſhes them for, and gives the ſpirit of their ſtati- 
ons, preſerves them therein, and enables them to 
rule for the public good, ought to be moſt thankful- 
ly acknowledged and adored ; ; and the overlooking 
of it muſt be inexcuſable in , who have for fo 
long a time, been bleſſed with this ſignal enjoy ment, 
in a manner far beyond moſt people and nations of 
the world. — And ſuch a government (might it 
Pleaſe heaven to continue it) wherein We ſo clearly 
read the. heart and good-will of the dear Emanuel, 
| who would be uneaſy under, and for throwing off, 
or for exchanging for à different one! ? Shall Pro- 
. 5 
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teſtants and Engliſhmen; be regardleſs of the hand 
whizh favoured us with ſuch an happy and excel- 
lent conſtitution, and delivered us from Popiſb ty- 
ranny and vaſſalage ? the hand that raiſed to the Bri- 
tiſb throne the preſent auguſt, reigning family of 
Brunſwick ;, a family encircled with beams of glory ? 
exalted for the nobleſt purpoſes, to bleſs and hap- 
pify ſo large a people, to be the check and ſcourge 
of tyrants,to defend the proteſtant religion, and wth 
lic liberties, & free from the curſe of arbitrary pow- 
ei and ſervitude—the hand which guards our ſafety, 
and has repeatedly blaſted the black deſigns of thoſe 
that ſought our down-fall and ruin; and by a train 
of miracles, - preſerved our privileges, with the 
good government ſet over us: a government 
that has the ſame foundation with our liberty; the 
joint ſecurity of both which, is inſeparable—a go- 
vernment ſo different from that from which our 
fathers fled, ſecking an ahlum in inhoſpitable climes, 
among ſavages, in the wilds of America; under 
which we have (inthe main) enjoyed (and hoped 
ever to do ſo) “ as large a portion of civil liberty 
as à rational man could wiſh ; whereas moſt. 
6 kingdoms dare ſcarce reſent thivis ſlavery, and 
« others glory in the meer ſhadow of freedom.” 


How many are groaning under galling chains, and. 


inſupportable bondage? ſunk to the loweſt degree 
of infamy and wreichedneſs; both bodies and 
minds enthralled, eoſlaved feeling the dire effects 


of uncontroul'd power, and ſubjected to the ut- 
moſt diſtreſs and miſery; in countries where pope- 


ry and tyranny are triumphant; where the bound- 


26 Prerogative of the crowa is aſſerted, with the 
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ſervile obedience of the ſubject, and the bleſſing 
of abject vaſſalage; where people ate expoſed to 
all the oppreſſi ons, violence, cruelty and madneſs 
of their abſolute lords; enduring the ſhocking 
evils of ſlavery and bondage, which have been de- 
nounced by God, againſt wicked and perverſe na- 
tions, as miſchiefs comprehending all that is moſt 
to be abhorred and dreaded in the world.—Such 
is the doleful ſituation thro' the wide Turłiſb empire, 


as well as the places which own the authority of 


the Pope of Rome; yea, and wherever unreftrain-' 
ed monarchy, and deſpotic power obtain. So *tis 
in Tuſcany, and the provinces ſubject to the houſe 
of "Auſtria, and even in Spain, and in France too, 
notwithſtanding the outward appearance of happi- 
neſs it makes. Fer (as a great man, and an excel- 


ee lent writer * has joſtly obſerved ) nothing in 


this world is more miſerable than that people, 
* under the tyrauny of their / vereign; the beſt of 
their condition being like aſes and maſtif dogs, to 
« work and fight, to be oppreſſed and killed for 
« him; and thoſe among them who have any un- 
« derſlanding. well know that their courage and 
„good ſucceſs, is not only unprofitable, but de- 


<< ſtrutive to them; and that by increaſing the 


© power of their Maſter, t they add weight to their 
*< own chains.” — He adds, The ſordid and ab- 


*« je& condition of the people of that great king- 
* dom, is manifeſt from the naked backs, and 
empty bellies of their miſcrable ſubjects. Tho: 
** large nations waſte and languiſh ; nothing be- 


«+ 138 ; fo commoa in the beſt provinces belonging 
= © rg 
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reaſon to think, approbated by our heavenly Lord, 


— 


| traordinary ſtretches of winiſterial power of late, 


which is inſeparable from liberty ; and had no 1 
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« to them, as miſery, famine, and all the effects of 
« the moſt outrageous oppteſſion; while their 
« princes and their favourites. poſſeſs ſuch trea- ug 
« ſures, as the moſt wanton prodigality, cannot 
« exhauſt, That which is gained by the ſweat of 
« ſo many millions of. men, is torn from the mouths 
e of their ſtarving wives and children, to foment 
« the vices of thoſe luxurious courts.” —Behald ! 
ſuch are the fruits of unbridled rule, in otber coun- 
tries! while we have hitberto breathed the all- 
chering air of /zerty,the molt valuable and gloridus 
piiviledge of mankind ; been ſecure of property, 


verment but what ourſelves approved, and our 
Redeemer authorized, to decree and do juſtice, 
the ſalutary effects of which we have experienced 
to our joy. Let Zion's King be eyed and acknow- 
ledged herein. And while we prize, rejoice under, 

are thanktul for, and ardently ſupplicate the 
continuance of, a government thus founded and 
eſtabliſhed , ler us learn to yield due ſubmiſſion __ 
obedience to it. A government ſo equitable, an 

with all, benign and gentle; and which we have 


as ſubſervient to the purpoles of his honor, and 
the common benefit and advantage of the people. 
Such, tor the moſt part, has the Britiſh government 
been, ever ſince the revolution at leaſt, tili ſome ex- 


which have alarmed and ſpread terror over America. 
And under rulers in general, ſo truly chriſtian, 
and an adminiſtration ſo juſt, prudent and mild, 


ve in this colony particularly, have the great hape 
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pineſs to live. And ſhall any murmur and complain, 
de factious and contentious, diſobedient and rebellious? 
or not rather all ſtudy to be thankful and quiet, 
Mind our own buſineſs, and follow the things that make 
for peace; rendering honor 16 whom honor, and tribute 
fo twhom tribute is due. 


I sRALL now ſhut up this diſcourſe, with 2 
particular addreſs to the various orders of men 
Wa this day. And, 


Wirz all proper deference, I turn myſelf to 
their Honors the Gyverner, Deputy-Governor, the 
Council and Repreſentatives, in General Court al- 
ſembled. | 


Axv as it is in conſequence of his Honor's com- 
mand, that I ſtand in this ſacred deſk to day; ye 
will (greatly reſpected and much revered centle. 
men) excuſe the freedom I afſume_to ſtir up your 
minds by way of remembrance; and exhort to a 
practical acknowledgement of your dependance (as 
civil rulers) on Jeſus Chriſt, the king of all worlds; 
under whom * all earthly powers are but his vice- 
ros and officers ; acting by his commiſſion, and 

' accountable to him for their management. Ye 

* will ſurely accept it as a character of higheſt ho- 
nor and autherity, that ye are the civil minifters 
of our Saviour s molt gentle, yet not leſs awfu! 
government.” And at the ſame time, bear in 

| mind your obligations to rule for, as ye rule under 
the Redeemer of the world : ſetting yourſelves to 
Promote the common good, in the hand of our 
common 
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common Lord ; by whom Kings reign and Princes 
decree Juſtice. By which decrees and adminiftrati- 
ons of Juſtice, they beſt conſult and ſerve the 
common weal.----It is an excellent character of © 
Mordecai (advanced to high power in the court, of 
the king of Perfia) hat he ſought the wealth of his 
people, and {pake proce 10 all his ſeed ; or applied 
himſelf 9 turther their trueſt intereſts. A firm 
and ſteady attention to the public good, and faith- 
tul- proſecution of it, in a way of decreeing and ex- 
ecuting righteouſneſs, is a ſhining ornament, a 
crown of glory and diadem of beauty to civil rulers, 
far more honourable than the engraying of their 
names In braſs or marble, or erecting columns ,and. 
Patues, obeliſks or triump hal arches: to their me- 
mory. This renders like to (being an imitation of) 
the Lord Chriſt, in his adminiſtrations: makes 
them important bleſſings to communities; and 4s 
acceptable to the Moſt High God, and rewardable 
ot his grace forever.---Such, it is, to be; hoped, 3 
will endeavour to approve yourſelves ; as it is f 
great concern that ye doſo. Holding your com- 
miſſion from Chriſt, it imports you to act for: him; 
making his glory the matter, of your, deGgns,, and 
the end of your government; irreßiſtably .to,plead 
his caule,and aſſert his honor; to cruſh and ſuppreſs 
vice and wickedneſs, which is diametrically oppo- 
ſite to his intereſt; and encourage the Praẽtiſe of 
righteouſneſs and gniverſal virtue, which he is en- 
gaged to. eſtabliſh, 

S1rs, ye are entruſted with the degrees, of jublice, 
and fidelity to God and men, require yau to ſtand 


vp againſt, evil: doers, and werkers.of iniguioy; 2s far 
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as may be, to diſcountenance and bear -down the 
monſter fin, which is a reproach io any people; and 
promote that riphteouſne/s which exalteth a nation, 
whereby, as ye will beſt anſwerthe deſigns of. your 
office, ſo ye will ſecure to yourſelves (through the 
Tiches of grace in Chriſt) the acceptance of your 
dread Lord; and final Judge, and the reward of 
good and faithful ſervants, But if any age careleſs 
in that way, of attempting to render their people 
ſafe and happy; while ſordid ſelf- love ſways, and 
private intereſt alone engroſſes their attention and 
regards; as they are perfidious and faithleſs to the 
Almighty Governor, the King of heaven, and a 
Kind of tray tors to their country; ſo they expoſe 
themſelves to the execration of men; and (whieh 
is inconceivably more terrible) the glowing wrath & 
indignation of the ſupream and infinite Ruler; who 
will recken with thoſe his ſuëſtitutes, and under. ff. 
cers, when he comes at length, arrayed in all his 
royalty, and with the ſplendor of his avenging per- 
fections. And while he awards the faithful to 
Thrones, not of Burniſbel braſs or ivory, but of glory 
in the enipyrean heavens; will doom others to the 
abounding horrors of darkneſs ; ; breaking them 
201th 'a rod of ircn,. and daſhing chem in pieces a5 a 
Potters veſſel. But we hope better things of you; 
as we have good ground to do, from your well 
known and eſtabliſhed charaQers for juſtice and 
piety. And we rejoice in the indulgence of our 
gracious Lord, in favouring us with ruters* of this 
ſtamp, from whoſe adminiftration, and under 
whoſe auſpicious influence, we reap ſuch ſignal be- 


| nefits ; benefits of a very high account and valve: 
in 
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in this channel, derived to us from our exalted Sa- 
viour: We bow the knee, in adoring gratitude 
to him bat Fits in the heavens, and pay our thank- 


ful acknowledgments to your Honors, for all thofe 
benign and pleafant effects we partake, from your 


* 4 , I 3 
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paternal government, and beſtech you to perſiſt; 


ſtill leading in the paths of righteouſoeſs, and be 
of good courage; by nothing diverted from the 


duties of your ſtation, however arduous and dif- 


ficult; as knowing that xz, for and by whom ye 


rule, will be with and bear you out: and HE whom 


re ſerve, . will closth you with molt ſolid, ſhining: 
and durable honors in the end. And tho' ye may 
meet with the reproaches of wicked men, ſons of 
Belial; the plaudit of your Lord, and approbation 
of your 'own minds, will infinitely more than 


counterballance all. Be ye therefore ſttong in the . 


Lord, and in the power of his might ;, doing juſtice. 


and judgment, and aſſiduouſly ſeeking the weal 
of your whole people. And while manifeſting a ' 
pfoper regard therero,' and to the intereſt of vir- 
tue and religion in ; eral, without which no 


people can flouriſh or be happy; ye will be pleaſ- 


* 
4 


ed in particular, yet to extend your favour and 
{miles to the College, and cheriſh that ſeminary of 


learning, which is of ſo great importance to the 
pubife, and on the proſpetity whereof, 1935 church- : 


++ 


es (under Chriſt) ſo much depend; the great a 


vantages whereof, in training up many. for mi- 
un- 


nent uſefulneſs in church and fate, has been: 
dantly experienced, richly recompencing all th= 


— | and 


oſt and charge ye have been xt tor it's fupport 
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and the ſuffering of which to fink and die through 
penuricuſneſs, or on any other conſideration, would 
be an irretrievable public damage, and a blot and 
reproach to the colony, never to be wiped off.— 
And while ye are decreeing juſtice, and conſulting! 
the common weal, if any proper method could (in 
your wiſdom) be deviſed, for preventing the mul. 
titude of /aw-/uits (ſo impoveriſhing and pernici- 
cious in their effects) it would be doing a very ſub-: 
ſtantial ſervice to the public, and doubtleſs be ac- 
ceptable to our great Lord, who has let us k no 
that where envy and ſtrife are, there is FO _ 


every evil work. 


Lr me alſo ſuggeſt ro your thoughts, the pitia- 
ble caſe of the poor heathen. in this land, who are 
periſbing for lack of vision and query, whether 


faithfulneſs to our Redeemer, to whom the heather: 
are promiſed for an inheritance ; yea, reſpect to our 
own-intereſt and future quiet; as well as to the ho- 
nor of God and Chriſt, and the ſalvation of thoſe . 
darkned and dying immor: .'s, don't require active 
and coſtly endeavours, to ſpread the goſpel D- 
chem, and to bring them i iato Chriſt's a 


Bor theſe things I Nba bave been repeatedly 
urged, on theſe occaſions; and whether (yet) they | 
will be thought at all worthy of your Henor's af- 
ter attention, I can't tell, —Permit me juſt to 
add, that; we have entite confidence, that — Will 
not de wanting, from time. to time, in the uſe of 

ſt prudent and Yigorous endeavours, to db- , 
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tain a redreſs of ſuch grievances, or removal ot ſuch 
burdens as we groan under; in ſpecial, ſuch as may 
be juſtly conſidered .infringments upon our eſſen- 
tial rights and liberties : with a ſuitable bravery, 
firmneſs ahd reſolution, oppoſing every the /zaft en 
croachment upon the natural and conſtitutional | 
claims of your people, let it ſpring from what quar- 
ter it will. But I fear left I treſpaſs too far e 
your patience—and will only lay, . 


Ma v ye (moſt honored Fathers) be chüplel e- 


ver to conduct us with juſtice and peace, and dif- 


charge your important truſt to the acceptance of 


that eternal Wisdom, from whom earthly kings hold 
their crowns, and by whoſe aid the rulers over 


men, ordain and adminiſter juſtice! And when he 
appears in ſupernal pomp and majeſty, to taxe an 


account of human affairs, and adjuſt and ſettle the 
matters of his kingdom; may ye hear him ſaying 


to you, before angels and men, ye have been faith: 
ful ever a few. things, greatly ſerviceable in your 
lower ſtations, I will mate you rulers over many 
things ; enter ye into the joy of your Lord; while all 
heaven, with ftrong acclaim, ſhouts you welcome 
to the bright abodes, the diſtinguiſhed ſeats of bleſ- 
ſledneſs, in your Father's and Saviour's kingdom. 


1x the next place, 


88 2. My Reverend Fathers and * ad 


goſpel-miniſtry, will allow me (a ſtrippling, and 


one * the leaſt of their order) to direct ny diſ- 
2 1 core 
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courſe to them, and beſeech them (with myſelf) 
Zo take heed to the miniſtry which we baus received of 
tbe Lord Feſus. Our office is of his immediate 
appointment, who is the Head and Lord of the 
"church, in a ſpecial manner; Who, when he aſcend. 
dea on bigh, gave ſome apeſtles, and ſome prophets, and 
' ſome evangeliſts, and ſeme paſtors and teachers, for 
the good and edification of his body myſtical —— 
And the particular duties of our function, and the 
manner of fulfilling them, are preſcribec by him ; 


and a buſinefs it truly is, of the greateſt impor- | 


.xance, for his honor, and the ſalvation of precious 
ſouls. By duly employing ourſelves wherein, we 
do peculiarly ſerve his infinitely valuable intereſts. 
We are the miniſters of Jeſus, the Prince of Glory; 
and are to be ſubſervient to his deſigns, in the ad- 
vancement of his ſpiritual kingdom, in oppoſition 
to the kingdom of ſatan, the uſurping tyrant and 
| god of this world. And to this end, muſt ſet our- 
ſelves to promote the cauſe of 1ruth, virtue and righ- 
| zecuſneſs ; which is, in the molt effectual way, to 
ſerve the noble cauſe of our enthroned Saviour.— 
For in this | it conſiſts, | in condradiction to the devil's 
-Intereſt ; which is founded in darkneſs, n and un- 


righteouſneſs For this we are ſent by bim; whoſe 


ituntion infers upon us, the moſt ſacred and bind: 
ing obligations; being the ſupream, immor-' 
tal king; and who has Kr infinitely well of 
us; being che kindeſt maſter, the beſt of benefac- 
tors, and the moſt, generous and glorious rewarder. 
And as we are dependant on Chriſt for our com- 
@iſſion ; fo far nes and all ſupport 3 ; Who ld, 

the. 
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the flars in bis right hand, And e encou- 
rage ment we have to fidelity. But if we proſtitute 
our office to baſe and ignoble ends; or are careleſs 


of the work and duty aſſigned us, What may we ex- 


ct when the right. aiming thunder-bolts go a- 
broad ? Having miſapply'd our talents, and betray- 
ed the cauſe we undertook, the charge of diſloyal- 
ty will lye againſt us, and 'deep and overpowering 
confuſion muſt cover us before that bright and 
immenſe theatre, and in the preſence of ſurround- 
ing worlds. — While knowing, therefore, tbe errors, 
as well as mercies of our Lord , let us with great 
di ligence, apply ourſelves to the dur y of our plage; 
be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſen ; preach the goſ- 
pel purely and faithfully, and live what we preach ; 
and herein be aiding to magiſtrates and rulers, 


in promoting righteouſneſs and ſerving the public 
benefic.—And may Moſes and Aaron walk hand in 


hand in this work ! a perfect agreement ſubſiſting 


between the pulpit and the bench. © Let us pray. 


« and preach down in, our common enemy, while ci- 
« vil rulers exert their adthority to ſuppreſs it, and 
te ſo make our ſermons reach their end.—” And 
jet the love of Chriſt conſtrain us to the moſt pain- 
ful and zealous endeavours to put a ſtop to the pre- 
valence of vice, and advance powerful, practical 
religion, whereby we ſhall beſt ſerve our generati- 
on; anſwer the high and uſeful end of our office, 
and further the kingdom of our Lord and Savior, 
which is our greateſt honor. And thus, while the 
miniſters of juſtice and religion, i in their diſtin de- 

partments, walken ſerve under the banners of he 
captain 
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captain of our ſalvation, we may hope that -righte. 


ouſneſs will take a glorious ſpread among us; and 
aur Feruſalem become a joy and praiſe in the Eartb.— 
And as ſubſervient hereto, doth it not greatly con- 
cern us to hold faſt the form of ſound words; and 
keep uncorrupt rhe faith once delivered to the ſainis: 
ſtrenduſty to maintain, defend, and clearly hold up 
to view, the doctrines of grace; thoſe pillar truths, 
which are the peculiar glory of the goſpel; and are 
donrines according to goulineſs; according to the rule 


of it and tending co promote it: all which center 


in Cbriſt; who is to be laid by us in the foundati- 
en, without ſubſtituting other things in his. ſtead, 
for acceptance with God; ſuch as moral righteouſ- 
nes; diſpefitions for grace; evang elical repentance ; 


faith vr holineſs, &c. It is lad to obſerve haw the 


grace of the goſpel is obſcured and eclipſed by the 
faſhionable tenets of the preſent day; 4 Cbriſt 
moſtly ſer aſide; bis Godbead and ſatisfaction; the 
e aud operation of the ſpirit , original /in, as 
to imputation and adbelion ; eternal election; efjicaci- 
"ONS s in conderſion; ; jubification by Emmanuel's im- 
med righteouſneſs through faith ; and the ſaints final 
n perfevertnce, denied and exploded by multitudes, 
- who Tall themſelves proteſtant diſſenters : which 
.things bode awfully; tend to undermine the gol- 
Pel, and ſweep the religion. thereof with all it's 
mounds away.---And doth it not behove thoſe 
hd are ſet for the defence of the truth, to appear 
Bold and ungdaunted in it's glorious cauſe ; main- 
taining without flinching, thoſe important and fun- 


Wr articles, which once demoliſhed, the 
Church 


* 
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Church torterss the goodly-building falls, and great 
is it's. ruia ? Anda not inſiſting upon; or paſling,, 
over in filence, . which doctrines, in our pulpits, | 
makes way for iatroducing the. contrary errors, nom 
What, though reproached (with dictaterial airs) as: 
weak, narrow. contracted bigotted ſouls ; ee 
largeneſs of mind, or a generous way of thinking: 


ſhall we be ſhamed out of the goſpel ?, Or indue- | 


ed ingloriouſly to yield the day; and give up all, 
as unable to ftand the ſhack of rude aſſank and 


| raillery. from men that would eng! oſs all ſenſe and 


underſtanding to themſelves !----/ame ate für c- 
alition between Arminianiſm and Calvini ſm. But 
vain and impoſſible the attempt: as well may lighr* . 
and darkneſs accord ; fire and water bleng. tagether, + 
and compoſe one common maſs. Let us pat aſſay 
to build waod, bay and ſtubble upon the foundstien, 


which will be 2 up. But firmly adhere to the a 


pure, refined... truths of Chriſtianity à thoſe right 


puritan princples, which will eo re the trail, 


(bein 555 abundantly taught in the eyerlaſting goſ- 
pel; which Marrs, have bled, nat accou 


goed works, and adminiſter confolation living asc 


all human ſchemes and inventions are overthrown. . 


EI mean not to plead for any doubtful navel” Wi 5 


ms, abſtruſe — or r bnficas niceties; 
wh coke 


their lives dear to them in compariſon thereaf) A ; 
which. will be productive of a glorious progeny of B 


N Theſe, are our glory, however Jightly ef. A 
by any of the # ingenious or Willy, wha may, 
pee Ahana and Pharphar, rivers of Damaſcus, i” 
all | Ow of Iſrael : and they will abide, ahbe 


460 AN ELECTION SERMON. 


which ſome may lay great ſtreſs, as though the 
eſſence of all religion conſiſted therein; and make 
the criterion of Calviniſm T; any more than the 
uninſtituted terms of chriſtian communion, which 
ſome are for ſetting up; owing to their con- 
founding together, the viſible and inviſible 
adminiſtration of the © covenant; which things 
(perhaps) with the hay and  flubble are alſo 
to be burnt up. But ſpeak of thoſe plainly re- 
vealed doctrines of grace, which have been receiv- 
ed by theſe Churches from the beginning; but from 
which, fo many in our day diſcover a diſpoſition to 
warp off. And is it not time for-us, when ſuch a 
Hood of error in doctrinals; (both arminian and an. 
iinomian) and diſſoluteneſs in practiſe is breaking 
in upon us; to exert ourſelves with urmoſt vigi- 
lenee and judicious zeal, to prevent the threathing 
evil; to ſtem the torrent, and guard againſt" the 
growing infection? But perhaps, I have "ſaid more 
than enough. —I will onty add, may our good and 
gracious Lord and maſter; be ever near to direct, 
"egcourage and ſucceed yo in your labor: for the 
beſt good of mankind'! and may all 6ur unhappy | 
vontentions end in bis one, who ſhall beſt ſervegae 
intereſt of our great Redeemet, and promote 
Kingdom of peace, truth and - righteol or „ 
Which he is FRY to maintain. wore an 1 „ 
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=. I — oo. quarrel with. any gentlemen ö _— new (chemes - 
propeſed with modeſty ; but would query, whether pi ira „ 
and metaphy/ical explications of the doctrines of religions ure ſo y 
agreeable to that wiſdom, which diftated them, and dthigned © 
them to be ſo plain that chilerca and fool: fhculd net err therein, 
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Shepherd ſhall appear, cloathed with the character ot 
Supreme Fudge, and diſtribute final recompences; 
may ye receive at his hands, an ever-blooming, diſ- 


A flouriſhing Maden! in 1 the HEuFERS, hu 4] 
* EET : Wendt 
e Ir now remai ns, 0 the laſt place, 

Nl. 3 Tnar I addreſs this. witli udience ; and 
5 exkoct all, in their places, to endeavour that go- 


vernment may obtain its true and "proper end among 
vs. Ye have heard ſomething of che uſe and de- 
ſign of civil. government, and the relation it has to 
the Eternal Wiſdom, Such a government is ſet over 
us, to do juſtice and judgment; and by your re- 
gular ſubſerviency thereto, ye may approve your- 
ſelves, not only to the government and laws, but 
to him by whom kings reign, and princes decree juſ- 
tice; which-is a matter that none ought to be care- 
leſs about. All ſhould. do what they can, to faci- 
litate the work of..rulers, and be helpful to their 
ſerving our beft intereſts, and the e of Chriſt,, 
of virtue and righteouſneſs, which is well · pleaſing 


in the eyes of the Lord. To this end, let all be. 


ſubject to good rulers, and juſt laws; knowing, 
b bd is a friend to civil policy. See to be 
juſt an righteous yourſelves ; and as far as may, be. 
in your own ſphere, endeavour to make others ſo; 
Lhich alſo concerns you, as ye are the profeſſed ſub- 
eas of him on whom good rylers and laws depend. 
* 200 tho' ye are not megiftrates, or called to beer, 
I ſword, yet ye may not ſhift off the buſineſs of 
4 Neige Chriſt and your generation, wholly to, 


Iethers. Te are, as yer n have the moſt hap- 
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py privileges, and ſignal advantages for the ſer: 
vice.of God and your fellow - men. Bleſs che Lord 
herefor, for theſe precious immunities, and liber. 
ties w erewith Chriſt has made you free; and let 


us ſtand faſt therein, with firmneſs and invincible 


reſolution, tho with DEgaming” decency and reſ- 
ng o ige, and uſing every pru. 
| e their preſervation; „ rig bi, 
* founded in the law of nature, which is the Ia f 
80 God, eternal and immurable ; | he the loſs of — 
nothing here can compenſate : For, 
A day, an hour of virtuous liberty, 
"<0 worth a whole eternity in bondage. 
What js life ? *ris' not to ſtalk, & draw freſh ap 
From time to time, or gaze upon the ſun: 
„ Tis to be free. When liberty is gone, 
Life grows inſipid, and has loſt it's reliſh.” 


And while duly prizing and i Improving your liber- 


ties, ſee greatly to value the welfare of the com- 


mon-wealth, of which ye are members, and be 
forward to promote it. Diligently attend to &co- 


any, Yrupality and induftry, fo peculiarly neceſſary 


af this day; and without which our ruin is inevita- 
ble. And give all due reſpe& and obedience to 
thoſe” raiſed to places of power, as the civil mini ſ. 


ters of Gbriſt, appointed for our good ; and therein 


thew your reſpect to Chriſt himſelf. And while 
thus doing, fuffer me, men and 'bretheren, to intreat 
you all to acquaint yourſelves truly with that Eſſen- 
tial Wiſdom, > tow whom all righttul power comes; 

and 'unfeignedly ſubmit to his condut and rule. 


1 Nlieve 1280 his name, or bon to his authority 3 


embrace 
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embrace his precepts and obſerve his ders: zun 
der whoſe government. the, greateſt felicicy is 
enjoyed; and {o ſerve whom. is 40. reign; .. 


N. 


the ſervice of ſin is the worſt bondage and 
nominious flavery,—Nop let prout 


AN 
pogratefully reject his, edu ſels. a 
their hearts agaioft, hig yur Þ 1 - 
lays, lege O men do a 
meg men; be n | 


8 0 


nau ahi. 7 Alas Tae men! How pad St 


death terminate, their vain life; and. all. their 


wild mirth be exchang 18 tor unremitting ſor- 
rows! though the 1 beer ſoundly now, they 
a 


« muſt at length aw e; when they.” that 155 
jn jeſt, 99 be damn'd © in earneſt,” The 

now laugh. and ſneer and ſeoff at preach 175 
ſermons : but the day haſtens When their gre alles , 
and profane) jeers will be over, and they. will wi 


from the bottom of their hearts, that they. Ba Y 


been more ſerius.—0 ay ſeul, come, vt ' thou. _ 
their ſecret, unto their n mine boner be not 15 
united. Tile! 5 

WII let us ; bear it 7 mind that 1b end ar 
things is at hang ; and thencę Jearn to watch and 
be ſober. —T he now diſregarded- Jeſus, vill ſoon ap - 


1225 as the mighty God * 19 8 of the kings of the 


earth; 


1 
—— 
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* AN ELECTION SERMON. 
6 oh 3. when. 1 * hall be turned into darkneſs, and 


moon into bloat time ſhall be no more, and all 
of Ye eternity. And who then will be deemed}; 
have ated ths Wifeſt Part? They who ſubmit: 
d to Chriſt's royal OWer, or the ſcorners of him? 
7 hen fin will appear 1 nitely deteſtable; and 
holineſs all eligißß and the true wiſdom of reli. 
ion be matlifet 1 the face of the univerſe.- . 
Wherefore, let all of rvery order and age; high 
and low, rich and * old and young, attead to 


1 


meet at the * hand of the infinite 45 e; and 
being. by him approved and pes Bleſſed, 

2 25 adoring company, and bear a part in the 
25 fhouts, the ' bigh triumphs and'/weet Hallelujab's 


the Lord's Redeemed, the general aſſembly and 

of the jir/t-born ; to dhe glory of him who ſits 

* e. and of the Lamb forever and ever, 
AMEN. 
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